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Newsletter December 2022

The Lunch Bag — Hot Meals

Free hot school meals will start in the school on 12th December 2022. Cold Meals will stop on Friday

9th December 2022. Please see letter attached for full details.
Parent Teacher Meetings

Thanks to all the parents who attended the Parent Teacher meetings in mid-November. It was

fantastic to have in person meetings again.
Attendance Week

Well done to all for celebrating Attendance Week on the 14 - 18" November. We shone a light on
attendance during this week and emphasised how important it is to be at school every day. Super

efforts were made to try be at school every day and on time.
Science Week

Congratulations to all the boys and girls on their participation in Science Week. As part of this week,
classes participated in ‘Science Experiments’ & ‘Lego Workshops’ throughout our school. Such fun

was had throughout the investigating, discovering and experimenting activities across the school.
Book Fair Visit

We had a great week with our Book Fair which took place from the 21st to the 25th of November.
The children really enjoyed browsing through the books and we will have many busy book worms
over the next few weeks. A huge thank you to everyone who helped out and also to parents for
supporting it. As a result of this week, we have been able to get €900 worth of books free for our

class libraries. The children will enjoy reading all these beautiful books. Well done everyone.
STEPS Young Engineer Project

Third class have been partaking in the STEPS Young Engineer Project since early November. They
worked in groups of 6 to think about problems in the town of Gort and how they could work as
engineers to solve them. They designed prototypes of their solutions and evaluated how they

worked. On November 25th, they had a visit from Donna who works with STEPS Young Engineers

and she taught them all about her job as a civil engineer. They presented their projects to Donna and

received fantastic feedback. Third class really enjoyed the process and have learned so much about

what engineers do.
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Anti-Bullying Week

We had our annual ‘Odd Socks Day’ in Gort National School on the23rd of November as part of our
Anti-Bullying Week activities. It was a fun way to celebrate our differences and all of the things that
make us wonderfully unique. All classes created posters and or pictures for ‘Anti-bullying Week’ as

we furthermore emphasised the importance of being kind to others during this week.
Confirmation Enrolment

Best of luck to the children in 6™ Class who are enrolling for Confirmation on Monday 5% of

December at 7pm.
Absence Notes

Following any pupil absence from school please inform the school by putting a note in your child’s

diary of the dates and reason for the absence so that we may record it on our online roll system.
Christmas Annuals

Christmas Annuals are available to purchase from the school. If you would like to purchase a
Christmas Annual, please enclose €2 in a sealed envelope with your child(ren)’s name and class by

Friday 9" of December.
Food Appeal

The Gort Men’s Shed are organising their annual Food Appeal in conjunction with all the local
charities in Gort. The school will participate in this appeal. If you would like to donate non-perishable
foods, toiletries, baby items, nappies, new gifts etc. please send them to the school before next

Friday the 9th of December
Road Safety

Please speak to your child about the importance of road safety on their way to and from school. It
has been brought to the school’s attention by drivers in the area that some children have poor road
awareness and we would like everyone to be safe on the way to and from school especially on these

darker days. If your child has a hi-vis jacket please encourage them to wear it.
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Child Protection and Anti Bullying Annual Review

Please find attached a copy of the notification for the Annual Review for Child Protection and the
Annual Review for Anti-Bullying. All Child Protection and Anti Bullying documents can be found on

our school website also.
BOM Agreed Report

A Board of Management (BOM) meeting was held on the 23™ of November.

Christmas Celebrations in Gort NS

On Thursday 15" of December the parents of the children in Junior Infants and Senior Infants are

invited to the school to see a short performance by the children.

Also on the 15" of December, 1% to 6™ Classes will walk to St Colman’s Church in Gort for Mass at
11:30am. All parents are very welcome to join us for Mass which will be celebrated by Fr Tommy

Marrinan.

Christmas Holidays

School will finish on Wednesday 215t of December. Children on the Tubber Rd. finish at 11:50am and
children in the Convent finish at 12 noon. We will return to school on Thursday the 5th of January

2023.
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