Newsletter February 2023

Uniform

Please ensure your child/children wear their full school uniform everyday unless advised otherwise.
Please also ensure that your child/children’s names are on every item of clothing.

¢ School Uniform: Grey trousers, white polo shirt and red jumper. Girls may wear grey pinafore or
skirt if preferred.

e School Tracksuit: White Polo shirt and a navy sweatshirt (unbranded)/red school jumper along with
any plain navy tracksuit pants (unbranded and no stripes).

Blue Star Programme

The boys and girls in 6% Class have been busy participating in the Blue Star European Programme this
school year. This programme challenged the boys and girls to get creative in how they learn and
think about Europe. They have been learning about European cultures and the EU, through baking
and sharing activities. Under the guidance of their class teacher, a Polish Zebra Cake, a Pao de
Queijo and French & Moroccan pancakes are some of the wonderful foods shared with the class by
their students. To no surprise, these enriching learning opportunities have been cherished by all

students. We are waiting in awe to see and hear about other fabulous foods to come!!

Confirmation Preparation

The boys and girls in 6% Class led the Mass on Sunday 15" of January. Well done and thanks to your
teacher Ms Connolly for preparing you. We wish you well with your preparations over the coming

weeks as you get ready for the Sacrament of Confirmation on the 23" of February.

Credit Union Quiz

Well done to our Junior and Senior teams on participating in the annual Credit Union Quiz in
Sullivans Hotel Gort on the 27th of January. We are very proud of every team member for all of the
effort you put in, preparing for the quiz and we are already excited for another evening out next
year. A big thank you to Ms Gantley for ensuring the teams were well prepared and for providing

them with further encouragement on the night.

Aldi — Rugby Stickers

We are collecting stickers from Aldi in the hope of winning some great prizes for the school. If you're
shopping in Aldi and if it’s possible could you please collect the stickers for us and send them into

school with your child. Every sticker will be much appreciated and gratefully received.



Road Safety

Please speak to your child about the importance of road safety on their way to and from
school. It has been brought to the school’s attention by drivers in the area that some
children have poor road awareness and we would like everyone to be safe on the way to
and from school especially on these darker days. If your child has a hi-vis jacket please

encourage them to wear it.

Parking and Access to Convent Building

Please do not drive into the bank car park as this is for bank staff only. Please do not drive into our
staff car park. Please park on Queen Street and walk your child to school. It is very dangerous

and parent’s cars are blocking access for others when they drive in.

Absence Notes

A gentle reminder for all pupils to be on time coming to school every morning. It is very disruptive
for everyone when children are late arriving for school. Please also ensure a note is sent to the class
teacher if your child is absent from school. The school attendance policy is as follows: When a child
has reached 5 days absent, the class teacher will make a phone call to the parents. A letter will be
posted to the child’s parents at 10 days absent. At 15 days absent, a meeting will be arranged with
the Principal. At 20 days absent, a referral will be sent to the Educational Welfare Officer. This is in

line with DES policy.

School Contact Numbers

If you wish to contact the school, the phone number is 091 631627. Please leave a message if your
call is not answered and your call will be returned as soon as possible. You may receive calls from
other landline numbers but if necessary, please call back the school number above only, our school
office number is the only phone that will be answered. Please make sure you have the correct

number to call.

Lunches

Our school continues to promote healthy eating with a Healthy Lunch Policy running in the school.
Sweets, chocolate bars, crisps, biscuits, popcorn and fizzy drinks are not permitted. In an effort to

reduce school waste we would encourage pupils to use reusable drinks bottles and to take any lunch



packaging home in their lunchboxes. All efforts to adhere to our Healthy Lunch Policy in Gort

National School will not go unnoticed. Thank you.

Enrolment 2023/2024

Gort NS are now accepting enrolments for new Junior Infants starting in September 2023. Please
spread the word and if you know anyone wishing to enrol in school, please let us know. For further

details and all relevant enrolment application forms, please contact the school on 091 631627.

St Bridget’s Cloak Procession

This week the boys and girls were very busy designing patches to make a St Bridget’s Cloak for Gort
NS. There is a St Bridget’s procession in Gort at 4:30 pm on Saturday 4th of February. The procession
starts from the entrance to the river walk which is behind the car park in Aldi. | hope some of the
parents and children can go along to this lovely celebration. The cloak will then be displayed in a
shop window for a few weeks. Following this the cloak will be given to the school. This is a lovely

idea and we would like to thank Suzanne Orford for organising this fabulous project.

Board of Management Agreed Report

A Board of Management (BOM) meeting was held on Wednesday 1st of February 2023. The BOM
would like to wish the Confirmation candidates well for their Confirmation day on the 23rd of
February. The planning application for the new school building was submitted recently. Galway
County Council have requested further information on the application and the Design Team are
working on this now. Enrolment forms are available for the 2023/2024 school year. The date for the

next meeting is Monday 27th of March.

Upcoming Dates for your diary:

e February 6th Bank Holiday: On Monday, 6th of February the school is closed.

e February 13" (Monday) — Half day Closure for a Staff meeting. Children on the Tubber Rd.
Site will finish at 12:20 pm and children in the Convent Site will finish at 12:30 pm.

o February Mid Term Break: The school is closed on Thursday 16th and Friday 17th of

February. We will reopen again on Monday the 20th of February.



